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tion for the welfare of his people is a lesson to be
followed by all rulers.
What is Mahabharata, Sir?
It is the story of the Pandavas who were ill-
treated by their cousins, the Kauravas, and sent
to the forest. It teaches us that gambling will ruin
a family and virtue will win over vice at last. The
Pandavas defeated the Kauravas in the battle of
Kurushetra. Lord Krishna gave his army to the
Kauravas as promised but without wielding
weapons he became the charioteer for Arjuna and
guided him and the Pandavas in the war. That
shows that inspite of a mighty army God's grace
and guidance are required for gaining victory.

Lord Krishna tells Arjuna who was unwill-
ing to fight against his own kith and kin and pre-
ceptors that his duty as a warrior and ruler was
to fight against injustice. The dying Bhishma on
the battle-field taught Yudhistra the thousand
names of Vishnu and also the rules of right
conduct which every one should follow in life.
Lord Krishna's advice to Arjuna forms the fa-
mous Bhagavad Gita.

The Bhagavad Gita has been praised by even
westerners. What does it say about?

The Bhagavad Gita has been a source of inspira-
tion to millions of people for several centuries. Its
teachings have been accepted by scholars of dif-
ferent schools of philosophy. It also deals with
problems in life and offers practical solutions. It
is deemed to be the most grandly conceived philo-
sophical poem. It has been translated into Eng-
lish, French, Russian and other languages. Lord
Krishna advises Arjuna to perform his duties